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He grew by Age into a pretty exact Distribution of Ms
Hours, both for his Business, Pleasures, and the Exercise
for his Health, of which he took as much care as could
possibly consist with some Liberties he was resolved to
indulge in himself. He walked by his Watch, and when
he pulled it out to look upon it, skilful Men would make
haste with what they had to say to him.

He was often retained in his personal against his politick
Capacity. He would speak upon those Occasions most

10 dexterously against himself; Charles Stuart would be
bribed against the King ; and in the Distinction, he
leaned more to his natural Self, than his Character would
allow. He would not suffer himself to be so much fettered
by his Character as was convenient; he was still starting
out of it, the Power of Nature was too strong for the
Dignity of his Calling, which generally yielded as often
as there was a contest.

It was not the best use he made of his Back-stairs to
admit Men to bribe him against himself, to procure a

20 Defalcation, help a lame Accountant to get off, or side
with the Farmers against the Improvement of the Revenue.
The King was made the Instrument to defraud the Crown,
which is somewhat extraordinary.

That which might tempt him to it probably was, his
finding that those about him so often took Money upon
those Occasions ; so that he thought he might do well at
least to be a Partner. He did not take the Money to
hoard it; there were those at Court who watched those
Times, as the Spaniards do for the coming in of the Plate

30 Fleet.   The Beggars of both Sexes helped to empty his